Urinary tract infections in the homebound elderly.
The incidence of bacteriuria is widespread in the elderly. Because home care nurses serve elderly clients with multiple problems, bacteriuria is often encountered in the home care setting. The elderly may present with typical signs and symptoms of infection. However, the indications are often vague and nonspecific. Bacteria in the urine often presents with no symptoms and is best left untreated. The responsibilities of the nurse include evaluating signs and symptoms presented by their clients and overseeing therapeutic plans, specimen collection, infection control practices, catheter care, education, and prevention. It is important that prevention always receive top priority.